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Newsletter #171: 


What?’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Happy Friday! I hope you all had a great week. There are some fun auctions around the 
corner and finally one I can say with 100% certainty I will attend in June. The vaccine 
rollout in the U.S. seems to be going pretty swiftly so I’m confident that the ANA WFOM 
will take place. I’ve had various calls from folks inquiring whether I thought it would 
happen. At the moment I feel like it will. That said, it would be foolish of me to suggest 
that it will be an event without some consideration given to social distancing and 
safety. If I learned one thing while being on the board of governors of the ANA it is that 
there is a huge variation of opinion on what is important for safety and what isn’t. 
Admittedly I err on the safe side. So if allowed to have a trade show in Illinois we will do 
it but I will continue to push for stringent protocols and more importantly follow them! 


Enough pandemic talk now. Let’s discuss what is happening this week and beyond. 


Peus Auction 428 (April 28-29) 


I hope those that contacted me got their catalogs for the Peus auction that is happening 
next week. A little historical information: Dr. Busso Peus Nachfolger (the proper name 
for Peus) is a151 year old firm. How they survived 151 years is nothing short of luck. 
Peus was not originally named Dr. Busso Peus Nachf. but rather Adolph Hess. It 
originated from the man of the same name, Adolph Hess (died 1912), who started his 
business in Giessen in 1870 and two years later founded an auction house in Frankfurt. 
In 1893, Hess transferred the business to Louis Hamburger and James Belmonte thus 
changing the name from simply Adolph Hess to Adolph Hess Nachfolger (nachfolger 
means successor in German). In 1910 a man by the name of Hermann Feith joined the 
firm and ran it through WWI. Unfortunately Feith, being Jewish, decided to open a 
branch of the firm in Luzern in 1931. Later with the growing antisemitism, he opted to 
move there in 1933. The Luzern office was called Adolph Hess A.G. Being that the 
Frankfurt branch was still located in Nazi occupied Germany, and the fact that Adolph 
Hess was also Jewish, the name and the ownership changed friendly hands to Dr. Busso 
Peus in 1941. Peus had joined the firm in 1924 so was a long standing employee. Dr. Peus 
ran the firm until 1967 and sold it. The current firm continues in the long numismatic 
tradition begun back in 1870 by Adolph Hess. 
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despite the fact that the families were also changing in the process. When we buy coins 
with pedigrees we become a part of the long chain which started years and years ago. 


This current Peus sale has some wonderful pedigrees within the catalog. One that sticks 
out and is not so typical is Oskar Kokoschka. If you are an art lover then this name will 
mean something to you. Oskar Kokoschka was a phenomenal painter and it doesn’t 
surprise me in the least that his interests also lie outside of paintings. 


Along with the ancients, there is a smaller but nice section of Judaica medaillons and 
after that a section of weights from the 1700 and 1800’s. 


I will be phone bidding in the Peus auction so please get in touch if you need any help. 


Emporium Hamburg Floor Auction 93 (May 4) 


Emporium Hamburg has a three day sale starting May 4 with ancient, world coins and 
medals. The ancient portion starts on the first day and is largely mid-level material. 
There are reasonable estimates and if you go through you certainly may have something 
missing from your collection. The second day has a large selection of medals that I 
found interesting, particularly a small group from the artist Karl Goetz. Goetz worked 
largely around WWI and made over 600 medals of which 175 are satirical. Check out lots 
1545-1542 if you are interested. 


CNG ESale 491, Roma ESale 83 and Obolos Web Auction 19 (May 5, 6 and 8 
respectively) 


Normally I would describe each of these sales but in the interest of time I wanted to at 
least point them out as there are good buying opportunities in each. 


NAC Auction 123 and Spring Sale 2021 (May 9-10) 


NAC is conducting two sales next month that will be online only formats. Please note 
that they will be holding their live sale on June 23-24 in Zurich. I plan on being in 
attendance at that sale. 


NAC 123 has also the title of “A Collection of Greek Coins of a Man in Love with Art”, 
Part II. Now that is a real mouthful. The sale has 913 lots with varying degrees of quality 
but an abundance of pedigrees. To aid in viewing, NAC is providing video clips of certain 
high value lots. These upclose videos show obverse, reverse and the edges of the coin. 
Many will find this feature helpful, especially those that rely on viewing in person. 


I noticed a pretty good supply of three-quarter facing Larissa coins available. Lot 470 
isn’t a beauty but it is a gold coin (presentation piece?) from Athens. Stylistically similar 
but in gold and with a blank reverse. It also has a hole which suggests it was worn. It 
came from a CNG auction in 2011 and hammered previously for $3,250. There are also a 
number of sea and land tortoises to make your heart sing (I counted 27!). The overall 
feeling that I have when looking at the lots in this sale is quality and lower cost of entry 
(if that makes any sense). The best coins (in the opinion of NAC I’m sure) are reserved 
for the floor auction in June. The beauty of this sale is that there are so many beautiful 
and reasonably priced coins on offer. Normally when I view the NAC sales I get the 
feeling that most of it is cost prohibitive for 95% of my customers. This sale provides a 
ereat opportunity for quality at reasonable prices. 


The Spring Sale 2021 is 525 lots of Roman and Byzantine coinage. Like with the Greek, a 
good selection of mid-level quality with reasonable starting prices. There is a good 
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Coin of the Week 


NORTH AFRICA, Carthage. c. 270-264 BC 

AV Trihemistater, 12.53g (22mm, 12h). Wreathed head of Tanit to left, wearing triple- 
pendant earring and pendant necklace / Horse standing to right on ground line with 
head reverted to left; four pellets below. 


References: Jenkins & Lewis Group IX, 398 (same dies); MAA 26 


Grade: Insignificant marks on the obverse,otherwise good metal and in impeccable state of 
preservation. Lustrous Mint State 


Price: $35,500 


gk1503 
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Watch video 


Buy Coin 


Ancient Carthage was founded in 814 BC as a colony of the eastern Greek city of Tyre (in 
modern day Lebanon). Located close to the Mediterrean, it was a naturally successful 
city for trade. Being a superpower, Carthage was often faced with military assaults from 
Greek Sicily and later the emerging Roman Republic. 


This coin was struck just before or during the First Punic War with the Roman Republic. 
The war was ignited by Rome’s desire to expand its empire and scoop up the regions 
where Carthage was omnipresent. Equally, the Carthaginians were tenacious and stood 
firm on their territorial presence. Most of the Punic War was fought in Sicily. After 23 
years in c. 241 BC the war ended with Carthage in defeat. Two more wars would take 
place with the final, the Third Punic War, in 149 BC, which was a direct attack on 
Carthaginian soil. By 146 BC, a mere three years, Rome sacked Carthage and it became a 
territory of the Empire. 


The denomination of this coin is a trihemistater, one of the larger Greek gold types at 22 
millimeters. The obverse shows the Phoenician/Punic goddess Tanit who is similar to 
the Roman version of Dea Caelestis. The reverse shows a statuesque horse. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/greek-coins/north-africa-carthage-c-270-264-bc? 
rq=gk1503 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 


Copyright © 2021 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
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